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Housekeeping

Course evaluation in exchange for your CE 
certificate
Resources/Materials can be found on our 
Marshall University website @ www.wvshtac.org



ession Description: To assist the current dental hygiene workforce in 
meeting the requirements to apply for public health certification

ourse Objectives:

Define and Explore Dental Public Health

Provide an overview of existing Public Health models and best
practices around the state of West Virginia

Explore Success Stories of WV Dental Hygienists in Dental Public 
Health and identify opportunities for future collaborative partnerships



Dental Public Health Quiz





Contributions to Dental Public Health

Statewide Oral Health 
Surveillance

Oral Health Education

Fluoride Rinse Program

School Sealant Programs

ple funding sources and a wide 
ty of deliverables 



Fluoride 
Mouth Rinse 
Programs

Oral Health 
Surveillance

School 
Sealant 
Programs

Screenings/
Education

Development 
of Educational 
Materials



Public Health Activities are Based on …

Evidence-Based Research (water fluoridation)
Best Practices Models/Protocols (i.e age 1 
dental visit)
Center for Disease Control (       ) 2020 Oral 
Health Objectives
National Report Cards (funded by Pew 
Charitable Trusts)
WV State Oral Health Plan



2010 Report





State Oral Health plan provides 
data and strategies to move WV 

forward 

Successes include CDC/Sealant 
Grant, Health Resources and 

Services Administration 
(HRSA)/Loan Repayment Grant

Led by our State Dental 
Director Dr. Jason Roush 

WV State Oral Health Plan 2010-2015
2015-2020 Currently underway



Facts and Figures

oor Oral Health impacts Overall Health and Well 
eing

he single most common chronic childhood disease 
 __________.

or the first time in 40 years, tooth decay is on the 
se.

ocial/economic impact - ____ million school hours 
re lost each year to dental-related illness.

he most common dental diseases (dental cavities 
nd periodontal disease) are preventable!!



Untreated Cavities Can Lead to….
xtreme Pain
pread of Infection
ifficulty chewing, poor
utrition, below average weight
ostly dental treatment 
dditional decay and malocclusion in 
rmanent dentition 

onsequences of untreated Decay 
the School Aged Population :

issed School Days
mpaired Speech development

ability to Concentrate
educed Self-esteem



Boy Dies After Bacteria
From Tooth

Spread to Brain

Source:  Washington Post , February 28, 2007, Page B01, Mary Otto



A Silent Epidemic





What do we know for sure? 

urveillance
Universal Pre‐K
School Aged 
Adult
Seniors



WV Universal Pre-Kindergarten  
TREATED DECAY 21%

CAY EXPERIENCE 34%

ITE SPOT LESIONS 35%

ED TREATMENT (EARLY/URGENT) 21%



20%

28%

0%

2%

17%

42%

29%

3%

19%

31%

29%

3%

Untreated Decay

Caries Exp

Sealants Present 

/Immediate Care Needed

ALL  3rd Grade  Kindergarten

WV School Aged (K & 3rd Grade)   

28



WV Adults
reated Decay  30%

mpletely Edentulous 12%
ed for Dental Treatment 33%
% had Dental Coverage (81% Medical)
(16%) Said they could not access dental care when 
y needed in the past 12 months
(7%) Said they had used an ER/Urgent Care setting 
dental pain over the past 12 months

rriers to Care
eported no insurance coverage
eported couldn’t afford it
eported “other”

(53%) reported that they had visited a dentist in the past 
months 



WV Seniors 
ntreated Decay  27%

ompletely Edentulous 44%

eed for Dental Treatment 21%

8 % had Dental Coverage (96% Medical)

0% have not visited a dentist in the past five years 
f that 40%, 92% stated they had no dental coverage)  



The Dental Workforce 
Infrastructure in WV

• __ Dental School-accepting __/year
• __ Dental Hygiene Schools



Current WV Oral Health Workforce



Workforce Survey 
DDS-53%, DH‐57%

• 37% of dentists in West 
Virginia plan to retire in the 
next ten years. 

• According to the West 
Virginia University School of 
Dentistry, only 12.5% of the 
2011 graduates remained in 
West Virginia upon 
graduation, compared to 
27.5% in 2010 and 42% in 
2009.



22% DH said that they were looking but could not find full-
time employment 

15% DH were looking but could not find part-time 
employment.  



Dental Public Health Activity:
Creating Opportunities

Mary Beth Shea RDH
Mid‐Ohio Valley Health Department‐Smiles for 
fe Program 



22 Year Old Male
Mountain Dew Mouth



28 Year Old Male
Meth Mouth



27 Year Old Female
Mountain Dew Mouth



WOWK Channel 13 April 24, 2014
WOWK investigates if there is a connection 

between Mountain Dew and Meth?

http://www.wowktv.com/video?clipId=1009608
1&autostart=true



WV has a NEED that must be filled: 
Is there an opportunity for you??? 



Who is served in the community
through dental public health?

Affluent individuals vs. Low Socio-
economic status individuals?

Adults vs. Children?
Insured vs. Uninsured?

Rural vs. Urban?



Venues‐ the “Where”

FQHCs/Community Health Centers
Nursing Homes/Senior Centers
School Based Health Centers
Health Departments
Head Start/WIC and other programs
Free Clinics
Mobile Dentistry Units 



Activities- the “What”
Fluoride Mouth Rinse Programs
School Sealant Programs
Home Visitors Intervention
Oral Health Education
Anti-Tobacco Programs
Direct Services 
n Conjunction with WV State Dental Director and WV 
Department of Health and Human Resources, Office of 
Maternal Child and Family Health- Oral Health Program  



Oral Health Education 
Schools
Communities 
Senior Centers
Health Fairs 
Allied Health Schools
Hospitals 
At Risk Populations 
Centers  



Direct Service Programs
– FQHC/Community Health Center 
– Free Clinic
– Health Department 
– Dental School and Dental Hygiene Programs
– Mobile Dental Clinics
– WV School based sealant programs

• ARC-Benedum 
• CDC/DHHR Sealant Program



FQHC/Community Health Centers
arrison County:
Shinnston Medical Center
– by Monongahela Valley Association of Health Centers, Inc. 

West Milford Community 
– Community Care of West Virginia

arion County:
Fairmont Clinic
– by Monongahela Valley Association of Health Centers, Inc. 

aylor County:
Dental Center of Taylor County



CDC/DHHR Sealant Program



SBHC’S in Harrison County
Sponsored by Community Care of WV

Big Elm Elementary Wellness Center

Lost Creek Elementary School‐Based Health Center

Lumberport Elementary Wellness Center

Nutterfort Primary Wellness Center 

West Milford Elementary Wellness Center

Lumberport Middle School Wellness Center

Washington Irving Middle School Wellness Center

Nutterfort Intermediate Wellness Center

Lincoln High School Wellness Center

Robert C. Byrd High School Wellness Center

South Harrison Middle Wellness Center



SBHC’S in Marion County

East Fairmont High School Wellness Center
North Marion High School Wellness Center
– Sponsored by Monongahela Valley Association of 
Health Centers, Inc. 

– Working on opening 2 additional SBHC’s in 
elementary schools in the area



Other WV Public Health Activities  

Water Fluoridation Issues
(Reduces Caries by ___%)

School Wellness Councils 
Additional Opportunities
– Fluoride Rinse Program
– Give Kids a Smile
– Free Clinic/Service Days
– Volunteer Days    



WV Fluoride Mouthrinse Project



WV Fluoride Mouthrinse Project
Manual has been updated and has all necessary 
documents for implementing project
FMR Project is for 30 weeks (rinsing 1x per week) 
and is voluntary
Parental permission is needed
All supplies are provided by the OHP free of 
charge
No longer has to be sole responsibility of school 
nurse



Why Implement A Fluoride Rinse 
Project?

Latest evidence‐based scientific literature reported 
majority of children who were at a higher risk of 
dental caries include those who have little exposure 
to fluoride, low income, poor diet
Systematic review of research on fluoride 
mouthrinses concluded that 1 in 2 children with high 
levels of tooth decay will have less decay by using 
fluoride mouthrinses in school based programs
Has been shown to reduce the number of cavities by 
35% when implemented regularly



How To Implement FMR Project



WV Fluoride Mouthrinse Project



Future, very near future opportunities: 
Mandated Dental Exam

The dental examination will be phased-in over the next five years 
– PreK and Kindergarten (SY 2015/16)
– Grade 2 (2016/17)
– Grade 7 (2017/18) 
– Grade 12 (2018/19)

*Opportunity for Practice Building?

student will be denied entry into school if they do not have proof of a dental 
amination.  The student without proof of a dental examination will be enrolled, 
h parent/guardian permission, into the WVDHHR- Oral Health Disease 
vention Project, to receive an oral health assessment from a dental provider 
ardless of their ability to pay.



Your Turn!!
1.
art A. Do you feel a dental public health initiative/program is 
eeded in our area?
art B. If so, why?  If no, why not?
__________________________________________
2.
art A. How do YOU define a Public Health Dental Hygienist??
art B. Include:  Activities, Locations/Venues of practice, 
haracteristics, Target population



What does it take to obtain a PH Certification in WV? 



Scope of Public Health Dental Hygienists





WV Public Health Certification
WV Dental Board  





You are half way there…
Todays course qualifies as 2CE  Public 
Health Content 
Paperwork 
Opportunity for Medical Emergencies  
Course
Additional Hours of Public Health Content



Public Health CE Offerings
WV KidStrong Conference-June 17 & 18, 
Charleston, WV

Marshall University Back to School 
Workshop*- July 28, 2014 **

West Virginia Public Health Association–
September 18, 2014, Oglebay, WV

Marshall University’s School Community Oral 
Health Conference* -September 26,2014

Online CE
e 

ffers Medical Emerg Course



So Now……
Where do you fit in? 

o you feel you fit in?  If not, is there a reason? 

What do you find most intriguing about the future 
f public health hygienist in WV?   

ow else can we help you develop your public 
ealth role?  



Dental Public Health Quiz



Questions or Comments???

Please see the map with our 
contact information inside your 

packet 

www.wvshtac.org


