POLICY:

A written parental/guardian consent is necessary to enroll a student under 18 years of age as a patient of the Wellness Center.  Students over 18 years of age, may enroll themselves.

Once the student is enrolled as a patient of the clinic, the medical providers will follow appropriate guidelines regarding adolescent rights to privacy and the need for parental consent to treatment when making treatment decisions at each encounter.

In WV, the general rule is that persons less than 18 years of age lack the legal capacity to give valid consent to medical treatment.  However, specific laws allow for exceptions.  Furthermore, most professional health associations take the position that “…the health risks to the adolescent are so impelling that legal barriers and deference to parental involvement should not stand in the way of needed care.”  (Policy Compendium on Confidential Health services for Adolescents, AMA, 1993).

No student shall be discriminated against on the basis or race, religion, gender, age, ethnic background, sexual orientation, or ability to pay for services.  All students have the right to respectful treatment, appropriate medical care, and confidential services.

All students have the right to refuse treatment.  Students have the right to examine their own medical record in accordance with the policies of Summersville Memorial Hospital.

PROCEDURE:

Despite standing parental consent, the clinic staff will not override the adolescent’s independent rights.  The patient has the right to verbally accept or refuse treatment at each encounter.

The Wellness Center staff will commit to communicating with parents and informing them of medical information when appropriate.  However, the staff must recognize the students’ rights to privacy.  In such situations, the staff will encourage students to communicate with their parents and may offer to mediate a family meeting, but will not breech confidentiality without the student’s permission. 

The Wellness Center will recognize and follow state/federal law which gives exception to the need for parental consent for specific treatment in specific circumstances.  This includes:

· EMERGENCIES—WV Code 16-4C-17; limits liability for failure to obtain consent at the time of provision of emergency medical services.

· STD’s—WV Code, Sec, 16-4-10; although WV law defines venereal disease only as syphilis, 
   gonorrhea, and chancroid, it can be presumed that any common venereal disease could fall  within the definitions for purpose of a minor’s valid consent.

· ADDICTION/DRUGS—WV Code 60A-5-504e
· CONTRACEPTIVES/FAMILY PLANNING—minors can give consent for treatment; in fact, federally funded health care providers MUST provide such services to minors (Doe v. Pickett, 1979).

· MATURE MINORS—the determination of whether a child is sufficiently mature is made by the provider on a case by case basis.  Factors such as age, intelligence, experience, living situation, education goes into this determination.

· EMANCIPATED MINORS—a child over 16 may become emancipated by court order or by marriage.  The parents of an emancipated child have no right to control nor duty to provide care and financial support to the child.

· PREGNANCY—There is no specific, written exception for prenatal care.  However, most courts hold that if the minor is capable of understanding the risks, and if the care is mainstream, parental consent is not needed (i.e. “mature minor”).
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